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industry to concentrate largely in the western portion of the country.
The iron and steel industry tends to locate around the coal fields or
iron mines of central and northern Bohemia, Silesia and central
Slovakia, with a few minor centers in Moravia. Kladno, Horovice,
Plzen and Chomutov in Bohemia; Frystat, Moravska, Ostrava and
Frydek in Silesia; and Brezno in Slovakia are leaders in pig iron pro-
duction. Steel is produced in most of these centers and is also impor-
tant around Praha, Most, Budejovice, Brno and Bratislava. The loca-
tion of the machinery industry has been largely determined by local
markets, and such cities as Praha, Brno, Plzen, Budejovice and Brati-
slava are of special importance.

The Bata shoe factory at Zlin.   (Courtesy of the Czechoslovak Consul General,

New York.)

Northern Bohemia is quite important in the manufacture of cotton
and woolen textiles, with Siberac, As, Fridland and Varnsdorf holding
leading positions. Northern Moravia and Silesia lead in the manu-
facture of silk, and produce considerable amounts of linen, woolen
and cotton textiles. The manufacture of foodstuffs is closely related
to the centers of agriculture production, and is important in Praha,
Kolin, Olomouc, Brno and Bratislava. Plzen, Smichov, Budejovice
and Brno have long been noted as among the leading brewing and
malting centers of Europe.

In general, industrial activity is greatest in northern and north-
western Bohemia, in the Praha district, and in Silesia. Minor centers